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INTRODUCTION 


| wrote this handbook because when | was first getting started in anarchist spaces, | 
didn’t know my way around. | didn’t know how to organize, and | didn’t know how to find my 
people. Now that | do, | wanted to share my knowledge with others and hopefully allow them 
to have a stronger introduction to anarchist action. | also wrote this handbook because | knew a 
lot of different tips and tricks for direct action, and a lot of different tools, but didn’t have them 
all in one place. So, | guess this handbook is a nice reference that puts them all in one nice place 
for people to look back to. Feel free to add on, take off, or do whatever you want with these 
instructions. | encourage everyone to play around with the knowledge in this book. Get 
creative. 


With that said, let’s get into it. 


FORMING A SQUAD 


Some actions, like bench liberation (1), and small-scale propaganda, can be done with 
one person. However, if you want to get the word out faster, and start putting up a good 
amount of resistance, you'll need to form a crew. It’s 10x harder for a school to punish 5, 10, or 


20 kids than it is to punish one kid, or one kid and their friend. Remember: Together we stand 
strong. If we are united, we can never be divided. 


| would start with trying to see if there are any YLF (Youth Liberation Front) groups near 
you. That’s how | got started working with my YLF, | found them on twitter and started up a 
conversation, we talked for a few months, attended a couple actions, and now | do lots of zine 
distro with them. 


You should also keep in mind that your crew is a group of your friends. You need mutual 
trust to be able to work together well and you need to be able to rely on each other in high 
stress, high stakes situations. So, hang out with your group. Do fun things that aren’t related to 
actions. This isn’t some stuck up vanguard, this is a group of friends that want to fuck shit up. 


Part one: Getting the word out 


Now, you’re probably wondering what to do if there isn’t a group near you. | would start 
with getting your friends and classmates interested in more radical ideas, like getting police out 
of schools, abolishing the police, and youth liberation (obviously). After summer 2020’s 
protests, and the effect COVID-19 has had on everyone, people are starting to look through the 
spectacle and are starting to criticize the most fundamental parts of our society. One easy 
method | recommend is zine distribution. Zines are short, self-published books containing 
information about a topic. They are concise and informative, and some are like how-to books 
(like this zine). 


One zine | highly recommend for distribution to anyone in high school is “Youth 
Liberation Now (volume one)”. It is an excellent intro to youth liberation and communicates its 
goals clearly while also being inspirational and an overall interesting read. Make sure you never 
distribute a zine without reading it in full first. Not only will you learn new things or learn to see 
things a different way, but you also need to be able to assess if the zine can be relevant to the 
situation you’re in. | wouldn’t be distributing copies of Desert strait off the bat; instead, | would 
be distributing short primers like “Youth liberation Now” and eventually recommend desert or 
other reads to people who seem interested. 


Now, you can’t just distribute zines all day and expect a random school occupation to 
form. You also need to have conversations with people. What radicalized me was having a 
conversation with an older friend about the death of George Floyd. She made explained to me 
how police only serve to protect private property, and after about a week or so of having these 
sorts of conversations, she introduced me to the concept of anarchism. You need to have these 
sorts of conversations with people, because they might have questions or things that need 
elaborating, and you can connect with people’s feelings better in conversation, rather than 
through a zine. Now don’t get me wrong, zine distribution is essential, but so is conversation. 
Because without that, you’ll have a lot more trouble getting anywhere with people. 


- Bolt cutters: Bolt cutters are a staple tool for direct actions. They could be used to break 
through fences, cut locks off gates, cut locks off dumpsters, and cut through barbed 
wire. Make sure to keep your tool well-maintained. That means don’t leave it outside, 
keep the teeth sharp, and keep the joints well oiled. Bolt cutters are a heavy tool, so I’d 
only carry them when you know you’ll be breaking locks or going through fencing. 


- Wool/ cotton gloves: Wear these at every illegal action, like breaking windows, blinding 
cameras, ext. They’re great for hiding fingerprints. Make sure you get durable, flexible, 
and thin ones, because the last thing you’d want to do is to have to take off your gloves 
because they’re getting in your way. Never use rubber gloves. These can store 
fingerprints on the insides of them and make it easy to get caught. 


When going to an action, leave your weapons at home (guns, knives, knuckles, etc.). For 
self-defense, carry pepper spray. Not only do you not want to get into armed fights while 
out doing an action, it’s also one less thing for the cops charge you for if you get arrested. 


Make sure to cover your nose, mouth, and hair when acting. The best way to do this is 
just with a black covid mask and a black hoodie. Wear light running shoes and make sure 
your pants is held up with a belt. Tighten your backpack if you’re taking one to the point 
where it has the least amount of slack and is still comfortable on your back. You should have 
nothing hanging off your bag and nothing outside of it, because they can cause a problem if 
they fall out or get caught on something while running away or getting through a fence. 


| created this handbook with the help of many friends, and strangers. If you have any 
comments, or any new ideas to add in future versions, email the author at 


liberated_ophelia@protonmail.com. 
ZINES USED AND MENTIONED 


- The ALF primer, volume 3 
- Youth liberation now! Volume 1 
- Guide to CCTV destruction 


Thanks for reading, and happy smashing. <3 


GENERAL TIPS AND TOOLS FOR DIRCT ACTION 


With every action, you’re going to need some tools. Here’s a good few of them that you 


should buy/ make and get familiar with: 


Hunting slingshot: The perfect weapon for shattering glass and causing general damage. 


You can take out headlights, streetlights, shatter car windows from a crazy distance 
away, and a multitude of other things. This is one of the only tools | recommend having 
in your pocket at every action because you never know when the opportunity to cause 
more damage will arise. The type of slingshot | recommend is a flat-band hunting 
slingshot, specifically the SimpleShot scout, which goes for around $40 on amazon. For 
ammo, I’m just using Everbelt % inch nylon lock nuts | got from Home Depot. Don’t 
shoot rocks with this slingshot, because of the way it’s designed, they can cut the bands 
and cause it to snap back in your face. Also remember to practice! The ammo is cheap 
(or free if you try hard enough) and you can pick it up after each shot. I’d get comfy with 
shooting dinnerplate-sized targets semi reliably from ~50 feet away before you use it in 
an action. A good thing to keep in mind is when shooting out car windows, always aim 
for the dead center of them. When attacking building windows, aim for the bottom 
edges and corners of it. 


Ninja rocks: these are basically chunks of ceramic you get when you shatter a sparkplug 
from a car’s engine. It’s useful to have a few of these in your pockets when at a 
demonstration for shattering the side and back windows of cars and trucks. When 
you’re going to a demonstration, unless you're skilled, don’t bring your slingshot. You 
don’t want to accidentally hit anyone, and it also gives the pigs another excuse to arrest 
you if they see you with one. These ninja rocks are also good for those who are looking 
to shatter some car windows but can’t get their hands on a slingshot. 


Superglue: Superglue only really has one good purpose in the field and that’s for gluing 
locks. | recommend having at least 1 bottle in your pockets every time you go to an 
action, so if you see the opportunity, you can glue some door or car locks. It’s up to you 
to experiment, but personally | enjoy using Loctite gel superglue. | would avoid using 
liquid superglue because it’s effectively useless and leaks out of locks. | covered how to 
glue locks in an earlier part of the handbook. 


Part 2: Security 


OPSEC (operational security) and security culture will be discussed in the following 


section “Security culture”, but here are some good tips for organizing and making sure you 
don’t let any infiltrators into your projects. 


i; 


Part 3: 


Always start the group with close and trusted friends. The pro of starting out with close 

friends is that because you’ve known them for so long, you can be sure they are who 

they say they are. You know their interests, their beliefs, their weaknesses, and their 

strengths. 

If you don’t have anyone you can get a “head start” with and must rely on recruitment 

from zine distro/ conversation/ propaganda, it’s important to have a vetting system. The 

system | recommend is called “ask & watch”. It has two levels: new recruits, and 

members. Members are people who’ve passed the vetting process, and people who you 

deem ready to organize actions with. New recruits are ones you haven’t vetted yet. For 

new recruits to enter the “new recruit” level, you should ask a series of questions. The 

questions could be different for every group or situation, but it’s recommended that you 

ask them questions about: 

- Their opinions of police 

- Their opinions of transgender and other queer people 

- Their political beliefs or ideology (Some may dislike labeling themselves or assigning 
to an ideology, and that’s perfectly fine, but pay attention to the answers they 
provide for other questions) 

- How they got interested in working with you 


That’s the asking part of “ask & watch”. The watching part is more for how they 
navigate conversations and talk. See how they’re talking with vetted members and how 
they talk with you. Are they bullshitting responses, dodging specific questions, or 
changing the topic frequently? Make sure they’re participating in conversations 
genuinely. This process can potentially take a few weeks, but you can take as long as 
you want until you feel that the recruit is genuine. 


what to do 


Now that you have a small squad, about 3 or 4 people, you'll be able to coordinate more 


actions together and carry them out more quickly than you would have if you were just working 
alone. There is a good few other things you can do that are listed out in the sabotage section of 
this zine, but here is a smaller action you can do with your squad: 


WHEATPASTING 


Wheatpasting is a decently easy action, and it’s an extremely good way to spread 
propaganda. It can also be done virtually anywhere: school walls, alleyways, storefronts, lamp 
posts, basically anywhere that has foot traffic with eyes looking at your posters. 


How to make wheatpaste 


Before you get posting any posters anywhere, you need to make some wheatpaste. If 
you have a gluten allergy, you can also use wallpaper glue from the hardware store, but 
wheatpaste is cheaper to produce and is impossible to trace, unlike a purchase at a hardware 
store. 


To make wheatpaste, you need: 


- 1 part wheat flour or wheat starch 
- 3 parts water for boiling 
- Some room temperature water 


Preparation 


1. Bring your 3 parts water to a rolling boil in a pot 

2. While waiting on your water to boil, place your 1-part flour or starch into a bowl and 
whisk it with the cold water. Gradually add the water until all the flour is wet and the 
mixture is ready to pour. 

3. When the pot reaches a rolling boil, add your water and flour mixture while mixing 
constantly. The mixture foams as it boils, so whisking or stirring it while it cooks 
prevents it from foaming, boiling over, burning, or forming lumps; all of which will 
render the paste useless. If the paste gets too thick to stir, add some more water. 

4. Once it becomes thick and smooth without lumps, it’s ready to be taken off the heat. 
5. Before use, let the mixture cool. It should hold together like a gluey paste. If any lumps 
form, strain the mixture through a thin strainer. Remember: Bumps will render the 

mixture useless. 

6. This paste has a shelf life, so to be sure your batch can be fully utilized, only make as 
much as you need for a single action and store unused paste in a sealed container in the 
fridge. This mixture also attracts insects, so try not to get it everywhere. For maximum 
shelf life, reheat the paste after each action to sterilize it. Also make sure to pour a tiny 
but of water onto of the paste for storage; this prevents mold from reaching it in the 
fridge. 


How to post posters with wheatpaste 


When Wheatpasting, always make sure to be very careful to not get any on yourself and 
to wear gloves while carrying out an action. The stuff gets everywhere and wheatpasting is 
considered vandalism, so you don’t want to be caught by the police paste handed. Also: Have a 
friend watch for cops and pedestrians! You want to do this at night to avoid being seen. 


a protest is coming through soon. If you’re planning to do an action after the camera is 
disabled, make sure you aren’t caught on it or any surrounding ones while blinding it, because 
it’ll be pretty easy to get a hint of who did the action, since you would’ve been the last person 
to show up on camera before it went out. 


Super soaker filled with paint: This is a very efficient and fun method. You can take out 
around a dozen cameras within an hour with it. Make sure to buy the water gun and paint, with 
cash, far away from where the action itself is taking place. Also make sure not to get any paint 
on you since these water guns like to leak. | recommend a high-powered gun like a super 
soaker. A good version is the SC 400-2000 edition. For the paint, make sure to filter it to 
prevent clogs in the gun. Use a 50/50 ratio of water to brightly colored housepaint and carry 
extra paint with you. When shooting, aim directly for the lens itself then splatter the 
surrounding area to make it clear that the camera is disabled. Like the sticker attack, this is only 
a very temporary attack, but it’s fun as fuck, easy to pull off, and you don’t have to climb on 
anything. 


Cable cutting: Unlike the last couple solutions, this one is a lot more permanent. For 
this, you’ll need an electrically insulated hatchet or some long garden pruners. To reverse this 
action, camera owners will have to spend hundreds on costly re-wiring and a new camera. Also, 
as an extra bonus, it emits a satisfying shower of sparks when the cables are cut. More often 
than not, you’ll need to get on the roof of a building to be able to cut a camera’s wires, so get 
familiar with the fire exits and different ways you can get up. 


MORE THINGS TO KNOW 


These could all be achieved alone, but it’s a lot faster and safter to act with a partner. 
Both of you should be physically fit, so you both can move quickly around and away from 
actions. You two need to know how to communicate quickly and efficiently back and forth, so | 
would recommend developing a system for communicating like using radios or whistling to 
signal back and forth. 


Start with easy stuff, like slapping stickers, then build up to the paint gun and eventually 
cable cutting. Also make sure to practice. Good practice areas are either abandoned building 
with cameras still on them, or low-traffic areas like an alleyway. 


You need to know every part of the area you'll be operating in. Explore at day and at 
night. Climb every tree and scale every building. Explore every alley, Climb every wall, railing, 
and fence. If there’s an active police helicopter in your area, practice anti-aerial surveillance, 
like finding places to hide. 


or extra strength, and Dupli-color ST-1000 paint stripper. Dupli-color comes in spray cans and 
can eat down to bare metal in 30 minutes. Brake fluid can also be utilized as an effective 
stripper. 


You don’t have to follow these instructions I’ve laid out in this section exactly, feel free 
to experiment with methods and practices. Get creative and have fun. 


AGAINST THE SECURITY STATE 


Here, I’ll be going through a couple ways of destroying/ disabling security cameras. 
Destroying cameras helps demonstrators at protests act more militantly and helps people doing 
standalone actions feel more confident and allows them to do more. It’s surprisingly easy to 
destroy these cams and targeting them can also help with the de-gentrification process, 
especially if your targets are outside gentrifying businesses. Have no discrimination when 
destroying cameras. Whether they’re mounted on a Walmart or a small business, you need to 
take them down. If the police wanted to, they could easily force the business owner to turn 
over security footage, so every camera is a threat. 


TYPES OF CAMERAS 


- Dummy cameras: Although these may be inoperable, they can still make demonstrators 
and opportunists worried to act, and still cause paranoia in the area they’re installed in. 
therefore, they should be destroyed. 

- Wall-mounted CCTV: Mounted high on a wall, outside someone’s usual reach. They are 
installed to surveil private property, but they also cover neighboring properties and 
public areas. 

- Roof-mounted CCTV: On public buildings or on large structures, used to observe a 
public area. 

- Post-mounted CCTV: Cameras mounted on a tall pole, used to observe a public area and 
traffic. 


METHODS OF DESTRUCTION 


Sticker and tape: A really easy way of disabling cameras, and a good training activity to 
practice acting quickly. Just take an opaque sticker or strip of duct tape and slap it ona 
camera’s lens. You can use objects in the area or a friend to get up to the camera. Try to use 
brightly colored stickers or tape so others on the ground can easily identify that the camera has 
been disabled. This temporary solution is good for if you’re planning an action in the area, or if 


1. First, you need to choose your tool. | prefer a large paintbrush because it makes the 
action a lot easier and quicker to carry out, but you can use virtually anything to apply 
wheatpaste. 

2. Next, you need to apply a good amount of paste to the surface you’re posting. Make 
sure you cover the same area that your poster will take up to make sure it adheres 
properly. For example, if your poster takes up 0.5’ X 1’ space, apply paste to a 0.5’ X 1’ 
area of the surface. Make sure to remove any bumps or bubbles that form in the paste 
when putting it on a wall. 

3. Next. Place the poster on the surface. Make sure to slowly work the paper up from the 
bottom the sheet to remove any bubbles or creases that may form. 

4. Afterwards, apply another coat of paste atop the poster. This protects the poster a nit 
from the elements and makes it harder to remove. 


This process is a lot more efficient when working with a crew. For wheatpasting, you 
only really need 2 people. One person carries a bucket and brush, another caries the 
posters. Bucket person applies the paste while the person carrying posters puts up the 
posters on the wall. With this method, you could plaster an entire alleyway or school 
bathroom wall with posters within minutes. 


Footnotes 
1: The action of removing the center bar from anti-homeless benches, allowing someone to 
comfortably lay on the bench. 


SECURITY CULTURE 


To start, | highly recommend you read the zine “What is security culture?”. It’s probably 
the most important zine any saboteur, or group of saboteurs, can read. It teaches you different 
levels of security and how to keep yourself safe from infiltrators and people who can 
compromise actions. With that said, here are the main rules of security culture: 


WHAT IS 
SECURITY 
CULTURE? 





A GUIDE TO STAYING SAFE... 


1. No “War stories”. Once an action is done, it’s done. The animals are free, the building is 
gone, or the benches are “liberated”. No need to spend extra risk talking to your affinity 
group about that time you burned down a fur shop. However, you can compile 
anonymous reports. Reports where you described how you did it, what went wrong, 
what went right, and reflections. You can then anonymously publish this, but never tell 
stories yourself, in-person, over the phone, or in any other way where you can be 
connected to the action. 


2. Assume every form of remote communications is monitored. This goes for telephones, 
standard email (like Gmail), physical mail, messaging apps like Discord, etc. Now, apps 
like telegram and signal are recommended for most if not all remote communications 
with your group, but some topics need to be discussed in-person. You can never expect 
a messaging app to be completely secure. If you are planning an action that carries 
heavier consequences, like arson or vandalism on a government building, you should 
only discuss the action in person. | have talked to people whose only “personal time” is 
in school, due to incessant monitoring by their parents, so even if the actions you are 
discussing do not carry that much weight, it could still be good to practice this rule if 
someone in your group is heavily monitored by a parent. The best place you can meet, 
assuming you’re still deemed a slave to the education system, is a school basketball 
court or field. There, you can plan actions, discuss tactics, and exchange zines. Make 
sure your phones are turned off and put in your bags that are sitting a decent distance 
away. Make sure you can keep an eye on them though, because last thing you want to 
happen is have your phone stolen at a meeting. For older readers that don’t have access 
to a school basketball court or field, a park or secluded empty lot works just as well. You 
can also meet in a personal residence, but make sure all electronic devices are turned 


First, you’ll want to get a tube of glue. Preferably the tube will be the type with a needle 
nose tip or a syringe. Approach the lock and stick a small piece of wire shorter than the length 
of a fingernail into the lock. Stick the glue in and fill the lock with the glue. 


Once the glue dries, it’ll be almost impossible to open, and in some cases will require a 
total replacement of the lock. Some glues are good for this job, some aren’t. Get some cheap 
locks from Home Depot and test them out and see which ones are effective. Stay away from 
liquid super glues. The thicker the super glue, the better. 


PAINT & GRAFFITI 


Paint-based attacks are a great way to slow the gentrification process in a city or town. 
These don’t even have to be on a business. These could be slapped on billboards, police 
stations, even the sidewalks. Just make sure to follow the honor code for tagging and paint 
bombs: Never attack a personal vehicle or home unless it belongs to a cop or politician. 


A great way to make a mess with paint is to utilize paint bombs. These could be made 
with either glass Christmas ornaments to light bulbs, but lightbulbs are easier to come by, albeit 
more difficult to turn into paint bombs. 


Start with cutting off the bottom part of the metal, below the glass. Then very carefully 
break out the bottom part of the glass near the filament, inside the remaining metal ring. Fill 
with paint, preferably light colors like red an orange, then seal. The advantage of these paint 
bombs is that they’re remarkably quiet, and you can drop a dozen of them at a location as a 
standalone action or do it before a larger action. Make sure these bulbs are cleaned of prints 
before you use them, because it’s extremely easy to lift prints off these. Always transport them 
in a double-bagged Ziploc or trash bag in case they burst before you get to your destination. 
Water balloons work too, but they’re much less reliable, and much less fun. 


You can use a turkey baster to fill paint into the bulbs. Always mix the paint with about 
50/50 water or paint thinner to make sure it splatters better. Paint on glass is very easy to clean 
off, so when deploying them, make sure to aim for wooden supports, stone facades, concrete, 
or steel. 


A super-soaker filled with the same 50/50 paint mixture is also effective for these kinds 
of jobs, but they sometimes leak and it’s impossible to get all the paint out afterwards. It’s best 
practice to buy a soaker at a Walmart 20 miles away, fill it with paint, hit about a dozen or so 
targets that night, and then dispose of it. As an added note, never buy the materials for an 
action nearby where the action is taking place, always use cash. 


The opposite route you could take is to utilize paint stripper. This is best for use on 
vehicles like delivery trucks for instance. Strippers that work well on vehicles are 3M safest strip 


WINDOW SMASHING 


A sledgehammer and a gentrifying business’s window go together like bread and butter. 
Smashing yuppie shop’s windows are good for the heart, and warm the soul. It’s also fun as 
fuck. 


The main reason you’re targeting these windows is because you’re aiming to cause as 
much economic damage as possible. You want to force the yuppies to spend so much money on 
repairs that they eventually give up and close shop. In the past, we’ve seen that it usually takes 
a string of repeated attacks for them to get the message. 


Follow the precautions | laid out in the beginning of this section and get smashing. The 
best method for destruction is to aim for the corners and edges of the windows. For the tool, | 
recommend you use something ranged, like throwing a brick or a rock. A good hunting slingshot 
with large steel balls is good too, an accurate and powerful shot with flat bands goes for around 
S40 on amazon. The reason you shouldn’t smash them with a hammer, is because you get a lot 
more glass shards on you, and police have spotlights that can show if someone has shards of 
glass or glass dust on their clothes. 


Sometimes there may be delivery trucks outside the business. These are also great 
targets. When smashing car windows, | recommend you only use a ranged weapon like a 
slingshot, because it’s simply just a lot easier and gives you more room to run away. Another 
weapon you could also use are the chunks of ceramic from a spark plug. Some folks call these 
“ninja rocks” and it’s good to keep a handful in your pocket when you’re going to a protest. Aim 
for the dead center of the window because car windows are designed to shatter when you 
strike them there. This is supposed to be a safety mechanism for when you get into a crash, but 
it can be easily exploited. 


If you’re going to tag the business, wheatpaste, or paint bomb, do all that before you 
carry out the action. It’s best practice to always get the quiet parts of your action over with 
before you start with the loud ones, to ensure you can carry out all that you’ve planned before 
anybody sees you. 


LOCK GLUING 


While you’re there, one of the things you can do before you start smashing is glue up 
the locks. This is a nice sprinkle of salt into the wound of the windows smashing, because in the 
morning the owner of the yuppie shop will have to call a locksmith to fix the locks on top of 
having to call police and insurance. Gluing locks is one of the most used, and safest forms of 
direct action. It can be done practically anywhere and is a favorite of the Animal Liberation 
Front. 


off and unplugged. The downside to meeting in a personal residence is that it can be 
bugged, especially if it belongs to someone involved in actions. 

3. You can answer “no” to any questions from anyone. Do not answer any questions you 
don’t want to. Not just to Police officers or prying parents, but anyone. Close friends, 
activists, at some points even members of your affinity. If there’s something you don’t 
feel comfortable or safe sharing, don’t share it. With that said you also have to be fine 
when someone withholds information from you. It isn’t anything personal, it’s a matter 
of safety. 

4. While carrying out an action, especially high-stakes ones, take the least amount of 
people as you can. If an action requires 3 people to carry out, only take 3 people. Every 
extra person is an extra pair of lips that can slip, and someone that can get in the way 
during a time-sensitive action. If you’re planning an action, and an extra person asks to 
join in, politely explain to them why the specific action needs only a certain amount of 
people. If a group has good mutual trust and a healthy security culture, which it 
hopefully does, the person won’t feel offended because they will understand that the 
decision is for the safety of the group and the success of the action. 


| doubt your parents- or the police- will appreciate your work. So, you need to know how to 
keep it quiet. 


SILENCING ALARM SYSTEMS 
Whether you’re sneaking out or picking up a package, it’ll be useful to keep the alarm quiet. 
Materials: 


- Asmall neodymium magnet (sets of 100 can be found online for around $15) 
- Ducttape 

- Large novelty magnet (like clackers) 

- This handbook 


How a door alarm works: 


A standard door alarm is made of two parts: A hub, and the latch. The hub is mounted 
on the doorframe and detects whether the latch is next to it and sends that information to the 
alarm system center. The latch is simply a magnet that moves with the door. The hub has a 
switch that activates when a magnetic field is present. When a magnetic field isn’t present, the 
switch trips and the alarm goes off. What we’re basically trying to do is trick the hub into 
thinking the field is always present, so even if we open the door and the latch moves away, the 
alarm won’t go off. 


How to pull it off: 

First, you'll need to locate where the door alarm is. Pictured below in figure A-1 
is the view of a door from inside the house. The circled portion of the door is where 
door alarms are located most of the time. The alarm assembly look like two white blocks 
nearly touching each other when the door is closed. To silence the alarm, simply raise 
the magnet up to the block attached to the doorframe (hub) and make sure it sticks. The 
magnet should be attracted to the hub and stay on it when you let go. Make sure the 
magnet does not move when you open the door because if the door is open and the 
magnet falls off or sticks to the latch, the alarm will go off. 


Once the magnet is in place, close the door behind you, obviously leave the door 
unlocked, and go off and do crime or be gay. When you come back and open the door, the 
magnet will still be in place, and you'll be able to come back inside without causing any noise. 


SILENCING AN ALARM FROM OUTSIDE THE DOOR 


Silencing an alarm from outside the door is an easy process, but it isn’t 100% reliable. In 
the case that an alarm goes off, you need to have a plan and an escape route to take. 


With that said, here’s how to pull it off: 


ANTI-GENTRIFICATION ACTION 


In this section, I’ll be putting different stuff you could do to slow the gentrification 
process in your town. Your actions could potentially slow or completely stop gentrification and 
kick those fuckin yuppies out. 


BENCH LIBERATION 


Bench liberation Is a simple, and quick action to pull off. It only takes one person to pull off, 
but if you have 2 people you can remove and dispose the bars much more quickly. Bench 
liberation is the removal of the center bar from anti-homeless benches so our houseless 
neighbors can sleep on them. These types of benches can be found in places like outside 
shopping malls, in city centers, and in parks. 


I’ve found most of these benches have their bars held on with only 2 nuts. With some elbow 
grease, the right pliers, and some WD-4O, they can be removed relatively quickly. 


First, you'll need to form a small plan. This doesn’t take much; all you need to do is scout 
the area around where the benches are. What you’re looking for is a place to dispose of the 
bench bars. You'll need to ditch them somewhere. I’ve found that lowering them into 
dumpsters behind restaurants or supermarkets is your best bet. Make sure you don’t just throw 
them in because the loud noise could alert an officer or someone else in the area, and you 
don’t want to be caught in the middle of the night holding a pair of pliers and a can of WD-40. 


Next, you’ll need to remove the bar. Apply a good amount of WD-40 to each of the 2 bolts 
holding the bar. Give it around 25-30 seconds to do its work. The reason you’ re doing this is 
because sometimes the bolts are “rust welded” onto the bench itself and need to be broken 
free. Once the WD-40 has had time to work, clamp your pliers onto the bolt itself. Make sure 
there is as much contact as possible between the jaws of the pliers and the bolt itself. For these 
liberations | recommend channel lock pliers or any of their rip-offs. Make sure you get one with 
a decently long handle for leverage, but not one too long because you don’t want to arrive at 
the action and find out your pliers don’t fit on the bolt. 


When un-screwing the bolts, make sure you hold the middle bar of the bench in place, or at 
least make sure it doesn’t fall over when you’re taking off the bolts. This isn’t a very serious 
action, but you rather not get caught while doing it. 


Once you’re done, slap some stickers around if you have any and take a couple pictures. 
These pictures can be then scrubbed of metadata and submitted anonymously to folks like the 
PNW YLF, Filler Distro, or any other decently sized distro/ action group to be bragged about and 
to inspire others. 


Ideally, even if you are detained by police on your way out, you’ll have nothing on you that 
they can use to connect you to the crime. Know your story of why you’re in the 
neighborhood or be ready to remain silent because if they find evidence to contradict your 
story, it can be used against you in court, while your silence can’t be held against you. When 
arrested in Quebec, you only have to give the police three pieces of information: your 
name, date of birth, and address (this may differ in other places; it may be useful to be 
knowledgeable of local laws before carrying out any illegal action). 


Once you’re arrested, saying anything else will do more harm than good. After providing the 
above three pieces of information, you can repeat the following phrase: “I have nothing 
more to say. | want to speak to a lawyer”. [Note: In the “United States”, you don’t need to 
give up any info, you have the right to remain silent. The only things you should be saying 
are “I want to speak to a lawyer”] 


A typical police response (if there even is one — often times vandalism is only discovered the 
next morning) will involve police first going to the scene of the crime, maybe taking the time 
to ask possible witnesses if they saw anything, then driving around the surrounding streets 
looking for possible suspects. If you get out of the immediate area quickly, you’ll avoid all of 
this. Hiding can be a viable option if something goes awry and leaving as planned looks risky 
— backyards, corners of driveways, rooftops, bushes, etc. can all be helpful in waiting it out. 


Consider using a bike to get out of the area quickly — you can have it locked a short jog 
away. Bikes can be disguised with new handlebars and saddles, black hockey-tape on the 
frame, removing identifying features, or an all-black paint job. 


It’s best to avoid using cars if possible — a license plate is far easier to identify than a hooded 
figure on a bike. But if you must because the location is too difficult to get to otherwise, be 
careful. You could park a bike-ride away in an area that’s not on camera. Be dressed totally 
normally when entering the car. Take back roads and know your way around. Don’t use cars 
that may be already known to police in case they have been tagged with a GPS surveillance 
device, and don’t use a rental (in part why Roger Clement got caught for arsoning an RBC 
branch against the Vancouver Olympics). 


Rest well knowing that you’ve fucked up a small part of this fucked up world. 


With that said, here are some direct actions you can pull off with a group or alone. Most 
if not all of these are illegal, so make sure you take the precautions stated above and read 
over “what is security culture” with your affinity. | recommend reading it over as a group 
twice a year or before a time of year with lots of actions (January 20" on election years, 
March 6, May 15t, summer, etc.). 


1. To begin, you need to locate the alarm assembly. As shown in figure A-1, the alarm 
assembly is located on the upper corner of the side of the door with the doorhandle. So, 
from the outside, the assembly will be on the upper right-hand corner of the door. 

2. Tape the magnet to the corner of the door with the assembly. MAKE SURE YOU TAPE 
THE MAGNET TO THE DOORFRAME AND NOT DIRECTLY ON THE DOOR, BECAUSE IF YOU 
DO THAT, THE MAGNET WILL BE MOVED WITH THE DOOR WHEN IT OPENS AND THE 
ALARM WILL GO OFF. 

3. Once the door is open, place the smaller magnet on the hub in the same manner you 
would have if you were silencing the system from the inside. While in place, remove the 
larger magnet while holding down the smaller one to prevent it from attracting the 
smaller one and setting off the alarm. Once you are certain the smaller magnet will not 
be moved, you are free to stop holding the magnet, and now the alarm for this door is 
silenced and you can move in and out without worrying about the alarm. 


Sabotage & direct action 


Here’s where the fun begins. 


“Direct action, simply put, means cutting out the middleman: solving problems yourself 
rather than petitioning the authorities or relying on external institutions. Any action that 
sidesteps regulations and representation to accomplish goals directly is direct action—it 
includes everything from blockading airports to Helping refugees escape to 

safety and organizing programs to help liberate your community from its reliance on 
capitalism.” 


Before | get into actual actions, | want to give a guide on nighttime actions. Here’s a guide 
from Montreal counter-info, who said it leagues better than | could’ve: 


Targets 


First, you need to choose the target of your direct action and what tactic you will use. 
Although this could vary widely, for this recipe we’ll use the classic example of smashing out 
the windows of a gentrifying business in an urban neighborhood. 


Think about what the action will communicate to people you’ve never met — from possible 
accomplices to the most passive citizen. What possibilities might this communication open 
up? For example, the numerous smashings of luxury businesses in Hochelaga and St. Henri 
over the past years have communicated a resistance to gentrification, have spread signals 
of disorder that visibilize how anarchists are fighting back against social control, and in some 
cases, have contributed to such businesses having to close up shop. 


When we started getting our hands dirty, we found it helpful to first get comfortable with 
less risky activities like graffiti or wheatpasting posters, practicing the same communication 
habits we would later apply in attacks. This helps us become acquainted and feel more 
comfortable with our ability to act in stressful conditions (encounters with police, evasion, 
etc.) and our relationships with each other. 


Scouting 


Scout the target ahead of time; look for the safest entrance route and exit route, prioritizing 
paths with fewer cameras (alleys, woods, bike-paths, train-tracks, residential areas). If you 
use bolt-cutters to cut a hole in a fence, will that open more possibilities? Have fun 
subverting the urban organization of space designed for social control to your purposes of 
social war. 


Be discrete; don’t point at the cameras you want to smash or walk in circles around the 
target. Decide where to position lookouts (if you think you need them), posted up smoking 
at bus stops that aren’t on camera, for instance. How will they be communicating with 
those doing the direct action: hand signals, inconspicuous shouts of random names to 
signify different situations, walkie-talkies, flashlights, burner phones? 


It helps to know what the traffic patterns are like at the time you'll be acting. How busy is 
foot traffic? Where is the closest police station, and what are the most patrolled streets? 
Doing the action on a rainy night at 3 am means there will be fewer witnesses, but also 
fewer people to blend in with afterwards when police might be combing the area, so 
sometimes closer to midnight will make more sense. Once you’ve gained confidence in 
nocturnal actions, maybe you’ll want to experiment with day-time actions that are more 
visible to passersby and thus harder for the authorities to invisibilize, like the looting of the 
yuppie grocery store in St. Henri last year. Leave at least a week or two between scouting 
your target and the action because that’s the average amount of time it takes for 
surveillance footage to be overwritten. 


What to wear + avoiding detection 


Wear two layers of clothing; a casual layer for the action that includes a hood and hat, and a 
different layer underneath so that you don’t match any suspect descriptions. Blend in with 
the character of the area; it doesn’t make sense to dress like a punk in a yuppie 
neighborhood, but it does make sense to be in flashy jogging gear if you’re going to be 
running down a bike-path. Baggy clothing can help to disguise body characteristics. A hat 
and hood will keep you relatively anonymous during your approach — most cameras are 
pointed from above, so your face will be mostly obscured when you’re looking down. You 
can pull up a full mask for the last few blocks and the action itself. Depending on the terrain 


and where cameras are located, you may afford to wait until right before the action to mask 
up to avoid arousing suspicion preemptively. 


Expect to be seen on camera during the action. Don’t get too paranoid about cameras in the 
surrounding area — a standard CCTV camera has poor resolution in the dark, if police even 
bother to get the footage before it’s overwritten automatically. All surfaces of any tools 
you'll be using should be thoroughly wiped with rubbing alcohol ahead of time to remove 
fingerprints, and cotton gloves should be used during the action (leather and nylon will 
retain your fingerprints on the inside). Do not take your cell phone, or if you must, remove 
the battery; it geo-locates even when powered off. 


Once lookouts are in their locations and they give the agreed upon starting signal, take a 
final glance around, and go for it! For breaking the windows of a gentrifying business, bring 
enough rocks for several windows, aim for the bottom corners, and make sure you’ re 
finished up within, say, thirty seconds of the first crashing glass pane. If you also want to put 
glue in the locks, paint-bomb the sign, pull down the cameras, write a graffiti message (in 
blocky ALLCAPS to hide hand-style particularities), or anything else that’s relatively quiet, do 
this before you make a kerfuffle breaking the windows, or plan for an extra friend to do it 
simultaneously. 


Carrying shit out 


Ditch everything including your top layer of clothing at the soonest appropriate place along 
your exit route — cops have lights that will reveal glass shards on clothing (more of a 
problem if you use hammers than rocks). Find creative hiding spots ahead of time to ditch 
anything you don’t want found, but if your materials and clothing are free of fingerprints it 
shouldn’t matter. The exception to this is arson tactics, where DNA forensics are more likely 
to be used, in which case you may want to take everything with you in a backpack and 
dispose of it farther away. [1. A note on DNA forensics: a basic principle is to never touch (or 
otherwise contaminate with hair, sweat, skin cells, dandruff, saliva, etc.) anything you'll be 
leaving behind, because unlike fingerprints, DNA can’t be scrubbed off. Surgical gloves (sold 
at many drugstores) used with ‘sterile technique’ can allow you to manipulate materials 
without contaminating them once they leave their packaging. This should be accompanied 
by securing hair under a tight-fitting hat or swimming cap, a surgical mask to prevent 
airborne saliva, and wearing a long-sleeved shirt you’ve never worn that goes under your 
gloves (or even better, painter’s coveralls used for mold and asbestos removal). Work on a 
raised surface so that you don’t have to be bent over your materials. Have a second person 
(taking the same precautions) drop materials out of their packaging and onto your ‘sterile 
field’ (you can use a newly opened shower curtain, for instance), so that once you’re sterile 
you don’t contaminate your gloves with packaging you may have touched. To transport your 
materials, seal them in a garbage bag.]| 


